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grade. The father was said to have had fair intelligence
and some education. The mother seemed on the whole
quite dull, but she had had very poor educational oppor-
tunities.

How large a factor his special defect was in his delin-
quency we cannot say with surety, but, beyond doubt, it
played quite a part; indeed, we are inclined to believe
that it was a matter of very great consequence, since he
early became a truant. School offered him no satis-
factions, and when he left, at fourteen, he had little prep-
aration for any particular vocation. We know that he
had positions requiring practically no skill; for a time he
worked with a peddler. The father had died when the
boy was about fourteen, and there was poverty and poor
parental control, and very little in the way of home in-
terests. Had the boy been trained for some vocation
which interested him it is quite conceivable that his whole
career might have been very different.

Case 19. The following case illustrates defects in
general language ability and the serious consequences that
arise therefrom.

Thomas S., 15 years old, was in a room for subnormal
children when we first knew him and had been held there
for the past several years. He was tested on two different
occasions, because when first seen he was apprehensive,
ill at ease, and hence unable to do his best. Taking into
consideration the boy's attitude and judging him by his
best efforts, we found he did fairly well on tests for general
ability. He himself told us, and testing corroborated it,
that he was held in the subnormal room because of his
inability to progress in reading. He could read only the
most familiar monosyllables, he failed on all longer words
and even on short ones when they were in the least un-
familiar. Nor was his achievement in writing much
better. He wrote legibly, but could spell only very few